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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
Department of New Testament
Fall 2003
NT 660 Exegesis of Ephesians (3 hours) Wang
Catalog Description:
This course is designed to help the student use Greek in exegesis. Basic
principles of exegesis will be discussed. Integration of the method of
inductive Bible study used in Inductive Bible Study courses and
exegetical analysis of Greek text will be emphasized. The epistle to the
Ephesians will be exegetically studied in its literary, linguistic, historical
and cultural context. Key concepts such as “election,” “predestination,”
“Church,” “fullness of Christ” will be studied.
Prerequisite: NT (IBS) 525 or 530; and NT 500 or NT 501/502 or
equivalent.
Course Objectives:
Having successfully completed this course, students should be able:
to employ a range of exegetical approaches relevant to the
interpretation of Ephesians, and to apply those approaches to other
NT books of similar genre;
to use Greek-based language tools to demonstrate proficiency in
lexical semantics;
to use Greek-based language tools to identify grammatical
constructions (i.e, with regard to sentence structure and use of
clauses);
to use Greek-based language tools to engage in syntactical analyses
(i.e, with regard to verbal aspect, mood, and voice; use of the genitive
and dative cases);
to understand Ephesians within its socio-historical, literary, and
canonical contexts;
to identify central issues in the critical study of Ephesians
to articulate the importance of one's own presuppositions in the task
of interpretation;
to articulate primary theological and ethical concerns of Ephesians
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to demonstrate awareness of how the theological and ethical
concerns of Ephesians contribute to those of the canon and of
constructive theology and ethics;
to differentiate between critical and homiletical/devotional
commentaries and studies of this and other NT books; and
to evaluate critically the usefulness of secondary literature in the
study of NT books.
Course Requirements:
1. Regular class attendance is expected. Unexcused absence or
tardiness will result in the semester grade deduction.
2. There will be short assignments throughout the course of study.
These assignments are designed to help the student develop skills in
the various aspects of exegesis, as well skills in evaluating secondary
sources.
3. A final exegetical paper on a passage to be assigned.
Course Grade:
1. The short assignments and class participation carry 60 % of the final
grade.
2. The final exegetical paper carries 40% of the final grade.
Essential tools recommended for purchase:
Moulton and Geden: Concordance to the Greek Testament
Bauer-Arndt-Gingrich-Danker: A Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature
Some commentaries on Ephesians:
Hoehner, Harold W., Ephesians, An Exegetical Commentary
Lincoln, Andrew T., Ephesians, WBC
O’Brien, Peter T., The Letter to the Ephesians, PNTC
Schnackenburg, Rudolf, The Epistle to the Ephesians

